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Oslo,	
  24	
  March	
  2015	
  
	
  
Re:	
  Call	
  for	
  support	
  to	
  the	
  Human	
  Rights	
  Foundation	
  of	
  Turkey	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Mr.	
  President,	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  and	
  Ministers,	
  
	
  
We	
  write	
  to	
  you	
  to	
  convey	
  our	
  concerns	
  regarding	
  a	
  recent	
  case	
  brought	
  against	
  the	
  Human	
  
Rights	
  Foundation	
  of	
  Turkey	
  (“HRFT”),	
  which	
  we	
  believe	
  could	
  seriously	
  undermine	
  its	
  
capacity	
  to	
  provide	
  treatment	
  and	
  rehabilitation	
  services	
  to	
  torture	
  survivors.	
  We	
  think	
  the	
  
case	
  is	
  unfounded	
  and	
  should	
  be	
  dropped.	
  

The	
  HRFT,	
  an	
  internationally	
  recognized	
  civil	
  society	
  organization	
  has	
  contributed	
  to	
  
treatment	
  and	
  rehabilitation	
  of	
  torture	
  survivors	
  and	
  the	
  prevention	
  of	
  torture	
  for	
  25	
  years	
  
in	
  Turkey.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  long-­‐term	
  partner	
  of	
  important	
  Norwegian	
  organisations,	
  including	
  the	
  



	
  

	
  

Norwegian	
  Helsinki	
  Committee.	
  It	
  now	
  risks	
  being	
  sentenced	
  to	
  pay	
  a	
  substantial	
  fine	
  due	
  to	
  
a	
  case	
  brought	
  by	
  the	
  Social	
  Security	
  Institution	
  (SSI).	
  

According	
  to	
  information	
  we	
  have	
  received	
  from	
  the	
  HRFT,	
  the	
  SSI	
  conducted	
  an	
  audit	
  at	
  the	
  
HRFT	
  headquarter	
  between	
  18	
  and	
  21	
  June	
  2013	
  with	
  the	
  aim	
  of	
  finding	
  out	
  whether	
  one	
  of	
  
the	
  HRFT	
  staff	
  members,	
  who	
  are	
  officially	
  recorded	
  as	
  part-­‐time,	
  in	
  reality	
  works	
  full-­‐time.	
  
This	
  happened	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  as	
  the	
  Gezi	
  Park	
  protests	
  were	
  taking	
  place,	
  and	
  the	
  HRFT	
  
were	
  providing	
  medical	
  support	
  to	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  wounded	
  protesters.	
  

Despite	
  evidence	
  submitted	
  by	
  the	
  HRFT,	
  including	
  insurance	
  records,	
  the	
  work	
  agreement	
  
and	
  the	
  record	
  of	
  the	
  staff	
  as	
  part-­‐time	
  employee	
  at	
  another	
  workplace	
  in	
  the	
  SSI	
  system,	
  
the	
  auditor	
  that	
  HRFT	
  had	
  given	
  false	
  information.	
  

Based	
  on	
  the	
  auditor’s	
  report,	
  HRFT	
  was	
  obliged	
  to	
  pay	
  a	
  fine	
  of	
  85	
  286	
  TL	
  and	
  a	
  premium	
  
debt	
  of	
  41	
  238	
  TL.	
  The	
  HRFT	
  filed	
  annulment	
  cases	
  against	
  the	
  SSI	
  for	
  the	
  administrative	
  fine	
  
and	
  the	
  debt,	
  but	
  they	
  were	
  all	
  rejected.	
  All	
  efforts	
  by	
  HRFT	
  to	
  revoke	
  the	
  fine	
  remain	
  
inconclusive	
  until	
  today.	
  The	
  case	
  is	
  still	
  pending,	
  and	
  the	
  HRFT	
  might	
  eventually	
  be	
  forced	
  to	
  
pay	
  the	
  fine	
  and	
  the	
  debt.	
  	
  

We	
  are	
  concerned	
  that	
  any	
  fine	
  that	
  HRFT	
  will	
  be	
  forced	
  to	
  pay,	
  will	
  reduce	
  the	
  HRFT’s	
  ability	
  
to	
  provide	
  treatment	
  and	
  rehabilitation	
  to	
  torture	
  survivors.	
  

In	
  addition,	
  considering	
  the	
  timing	
  of	
  the	
  audit	
  and	
  public	
  authorities’	
  often	
  negative	
  
attitude	
  towards	
  human	
  rights	
  defenders,	
  we	
  fear	
  that	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  fine	
  is	
  to	
  
undermine	
  HRFT’s	
  important	
  work	
  for	
  human	
  rights.	
  

We	
  see	
  the	
  HRFT	
  as	
  a	
  pioneer	
  in	
  Turkey,	
  working	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  promote	
  respect	
  for	
  UN	
  and	
  
Council	
  of	
  Europe	
  treaties	
  binding	
  on	
  Turkey,	
  which	
  outlaws	
  torture	
  and	
  inhuman	
  treatment.	
  
As	
  opposed	
  to	
  many	
  human	
  rights	
  organizations,	
  the	
  HRFT	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  documenting	
  abuse	
  
and	
  advocating	
  better	
  protection,	
  it	
  is	
  also	
  providing	
  treatment	
  to	
  torture	
  survivors.	
  During	
  
25	
  years	
  of	
  operation,	
  more	
  than	
  15	
  000	
  survivors	
  have	
  been	
  treated	
  by	
  the	
  organization’s	
  
competent	
  staff	
  and	
  affiliated	
  doctors.	
  

Turkey,	
  like	
  any	
  other	
  state,	
  is	
  under	
  international	
  obligations	
  to	
  respect	
  and	
  support	
  human	
  
rights	
  defenders.	
  The	
  relevant	
  international	
  standards	
  are	
  made	
  clear	
  by	
  the	
  1998	
  UN	
  
Declaration	
  on	
  Human	
  Rights	
  Defenders.	
  Also	
  the	
  Council	
  of	
  Europe	
  and	
  the	
  EU	
  have	
  made	
  
clear	
  statements	
  that	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  human	
  rights	
  defenders	
  is	
  protected	
  by	
  international	
  
human	
  rights	
  standards,	
  including	
  by	
  the	
  freedoms	
  of	
  association,	
  expression	
  and	
  assembly.	
  

At	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  human	
  rights	
  defenders	
  increasingly	
  are	
  targeted	
  by	
  unfair	
  restrictions	
  in	
  
many	
  countries,	
  it	
  is	
  of	
  paramount	
  importance	
  that	
  Turkey	
  upholds	
  these	
  standards.	
  Tax	
  
regulations	
  and	
  other	
  financial	
  requirements	
  are	
  used	
  by	
  repressive	
  regimes	
  in	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  
countries	
  to	
  suppress	
  civil	
  society.	
  Turkey	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  part	
  of	
  such	
  developments.	
  

We	
  therefore	
  call	
  on	
  relevant	
  Turkish	
  authorities	
  to:	
  

– Immediately	
  and	
  unconditionally	
  end	
  the	
  unfounded	
  case	
  against	
  the	
  HRFT;	
  



	
  

	
  

– Strengthen	
  protection	
  and	
  support	
  to	
  the	
  HRFT	
  and	
  other	
  human	
  rights	
  defenders,	
  
respecting	
  their	
  role	
  in	
  documenting	
  human	
  rights	
  violations,	
  advocating	
  for	
  better	
  
protection,	
  and	
  supporting	
  victims	
  of	
  human	
  rights	
  violations;	
  

– Publically	
  guarantee	
  that	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  providing	
  rehabilitation	
  services	
  to	
  torture	
  
survivors	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  reprisals	
  or	
  intimidation;	
  

– Strengthen	
  protection	
  against	
  torture	
  by	
  ensuring	
  that	
  victims	
  have	
  an	
  enforceable	
  
right	
  to	
  fair	
  and	
  adequate	
  compensation,	
  including	
  the	
  means	
  for	
  rehabilitation,	
  and	
  
to	
  ensure	
  effective	
  investigation	
  of	
  torture	
  and	
  other	
  forms	
  of	
  ill-­‐treatment.	
  

While	
  a	
  Government	
  always	
  should	
  refrain	
  from	
  interfering	
  in	
  proceedings	
  of	
  the	
  judiciary,	
  it	
  
has	
  a	
  responsibility	
  to	
  create	
  by	
  its	
  statements	
  and	
  actions	
  a	
  positive	
  attitude	
  towards	
  
human	
  rights	
  defenders.	
  It	
  should	
  initiate	
  legislative	
  processes	
  if	
  necessary	
  to	
  protect	
  human	
  
rights	
  defenders.	
  

	
  

Respectfully,	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Bjørn	
  Engesland	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Gunnar	
  M.	
  Ekeløve-­‐Slydal	
  
Secretary	
  General	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Deputy	
  Secretary	
  General	
  


