JOINT LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

TO STOP CLAMPDOWN ON FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

Dear President,

We, the undersigned non-governmental organizations, are writing to urge you to stop the
clampdown on the right to freedom of association and end reprisals against independent non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in Russia.

We are deeply concerned that under the legislation on “foreign agents”, hundreds of NGOs
have been subjected to unannounced inspections by government officials which have
interrupted and obstructed their legitimate work with dozens currently embroiled in lengthy
court hearings. Several NGOs and their leaders have had to pay prohibitive fines, and some
were forced to close down because they refused to brand themselves as “foreign agents” — an
expression akin to spying. Recent legislative changes now give the Ministry of Justice powers
to register organizations as “foreign agents” without their consent and without a prior court
decision. More than a dozen of leading Russian rights groups have already been branded by
the Ministry. These NGOs are not foreign spies or “agents”, and have worked in the interest of
the people of Russia. Many more face the same fate.

Under the previous legislation, NGOs in Russia were already accountable to the government
and the public, having to report on their activities and finances. It is difficult to avoid
concluding that the only purpose of the legislation on “foreign agents” is to publicly discredit
and stigmatise them.

We believe that NGOs are essential to the healthy functioning of society. They play an
important role in providing much needed services to the public. They help keep officials
accountable and improve policies in the interests of the people.

We are calling on you as the President of the Russian Federation and the guarantor of its
Constitution and of the fundamental rights and freedoms enshrined therein, to take all
necessary steps to ensure that the “foreign agents” law is repealed and NGOs in Russia are
able to do their work without hindrance, harassment, stigmatisation or reprisals.



Action des chrétiens pour I'abolition de la torture (ACAT) (France)

Agir ensemble pour les droits de ’'homme (AEDH) (France)

Amnesty International

ARTICLE 19 (UK)

Association for Human Rights in Central Asia — AHRCA (France)

Association International for Human Rights ,,Fiery Hearts Club” (France)

Bar Human Rights Committee (BHRC) (UK)

Bisexual Alliance Victoria Inc (Australia)

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (Bulgaria)

Bunge la Mwananchi (Kenya)

Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network

Centre de recherche et d’'information pour le développement (CRID) (France)
Center for National and International Studies (Azerbaijan)

Centrum Ksztatcenia Lideréw i Wychowawcéw im. Pedro Arrupe (Poland)
CIVICUS

Coalition for Democracy and Civil Society (Kyrgyzstan)

Comité catholique contre la faim et pour le développement — Terre solidaire
(CCFD) (France)

Committee on the Administration of Justice Ltd (CAJ) (Northern Ireland, UK)
Cordaid (Netherlands)

Crude Accountability (USA)

East European Development Institute (Ukraine)

Eco-TIRAS International Environmental Association of Dniester River Keepers
(Moldova)

Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (Egypt)

Emmads International (France)

English PEN (UK)

European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE)

European Human Rights Advocacy Centre (EHRAC) (UK)

European Lawyers for Democracy and Human Rights (ELDH)

Finnish PEN (Finland)

Foundation "Inostrannyi Agent" - Human Rights Initiative for Human Rights in
the former USSR (Netherlands)

Foundation Max van der Stoel (Netherlands)

Foundation to Preserve the History of Maidan (Ukraine)

Free Press Unlimited (Netherlands)

Front Line Defenders (Ireland)

Fundacja Edukacja dla Demokracji (Poland)
Fundacja im. Stefana Batorego (Poland)

Gevalor (France)



Global Justice Institute (USA)

Global Fund for Women (USA)

Greenpeace International

Greenpeace Spain (Spain)

Helsinska Fundacja Praw Cztowieka (Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights)
(Poland)

Hivos (Netherlands)

Humanrights.ch/MERS

Human Rights Center of Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan)

Human Rights Commission (Kenya)

Human Rights House Foundation (Norway)

Human Rights House Foundation HRHF (Switzerland)

Human Rights in Mental Health-FGIP (Netherlands)

Human Rights Monitoring Institute (Lithuania)

Human Rights Movement ,,Bir Duino-Kyrgyzstan” (Kyrgyzstan)
Human Rights Watch

Index on Censorship (UK)

INPRIS — Instytut Prawa i Spoteczeristwa (Poland)

Instytut Spraw Publicznych (Poland)

International Partnership for Human Rights (Belgium)
International Service for Human Rights

International IDAHO Committee (International Day Against Homophobia and
Transphobia)

Kansalaisjarjestdjen ihmisoikeussaatio KIOS (Finland)

Kenya Human Rights Commission (Kenya)

Koalicja Karat (Poland)

La lliga del drets dels pobles (Spain)

Ligue des droits de 'Homme (France)

Matopolskie Towarzystwo Oswiatowe (Poland)
MEMORIAL Deutschland e.V. (Germany)

Metropolitan Community Churches (USA)

Milieudefensie (Netherlands)

Minority Rights Group International (MRG)

MONIKA - Naiset liitto ry (Finland)

Movies that Matter (Netherlands)

Naisten Linja Suomessa ry (Finland)

Netherlands Helsinki Committee (Netherlands)

Nederlands Juristen Comité voor de Mensenrechten (NJCM)
Nederlandse Vereniging van Journalisten (NVJ) (Netherlands)
Norwegian Helsinki Committee (Norway)



NGO Working Group OSCE (Switzerland)

Observatoire pour la protection des défenseurs des droits de I’'Homme (joint
program FIDH and OMCT) (France)

“Ostgruppen — the Swedish Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights”
(Sweden)

Pakolaisneuvonta ry (Finland)

Pat Finucane Centre, (Ireland)

People in Need (Czech Republic)

Promo LEX (Moldova)

Public Alternative (Ukraine)

Public Foundation ,Nota Bene” (Tajikistan)

Quality of Citizenship Jamaica (Jamaica)

Queer Youth Norway (Norway)

REDRESS (UK)

Reporters sans frontiéres (RSF) (France)

Reporters sans frontiers (RSF) Switzerland

Rights in Russia (UK)

Russie-Libertés (France)

Sadankomitea (Finland)

Society for Threatened Peoples (Switzerland)

Stiftung Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (Germany)

Stowarzyszenie Wschodnioeuropejskie Centrum Demokratyczne (Poland)
Syrian Network for Human Rights (Syria)
The Bellona Foundation (Norway)

The Norwegian LGBT Association (Norway)

The Scotland-Russia Forum (UK)

The Swedish Federation for LGBT rights (RFSL) (Sweden)
Transgender Victoria Inc (Australia)

Turkmen Initiative for Human Rights (Turkmenistan)
Turkmenistan Helsinki Foundation (Turkmenistan)

UNITED for Intercultural Action (Netherlands)

Urgent Action Fund for Women's Human Rights

Uzbek-German Forum for Human Rights (Germany)

Violations Documentation Centre in Syria (VDC ) (Turkey)
XENION Psychsoziale Hilfen fur politisch Verfolgte e.V. (Germany)
ABTOHOMHas HEKOMMepPYEeCKan NpaBo3aLLMTHAA OpraHM3aums
«MonoaexHbli LEHTP KOHCYbTauuMu U TpeHuHra» (Poccusn)
ABTOHOMHas HEKOMMepYecKan opraHusauus «MpaBosalMTHan opraHM3aLumsa
«MALLP» (Poccus)



Acouiauif yKpaiHCbKMUX MOHITOPIB AOTPUMAHHA Npas NOANHU B AiANbHOCTI
NpPaBOOXOPOHHMX opraHis (Acouiauia YMANN) (YkpaunHa)

Benopycckuii gom npas yenoseka um.bopuca 3sosckoro (/Intea)
BnarogiiHa opraHisauin "BceykpaiHcbKa Jlira "Jleranaiid" (YkpauHa)
BnarotBopuTeNbHbI GOHA pa3BmTUA ropoga TromeHu (Poccus)
BceykpaiHcbKa AcouiaLin XKiHOK-aaBoKaTis (YKpauHa)

BEO "TOYKA OMOPKU" (YkpaunHa)

BrO IHcTuTyT Pecny6bnika (YKpauHa)

BiHHMUbKa MpaBo3axucHa MNpyna (YkpauHa)

BiHHMLbKa rpomasacbka opraHizauin "IHdopmaLiiHO - NPOCBITHULBKUIA LLEHTP
"BICb" (YKkpaunHa)

BceykpaiHcbKka MmonogixHa rpomagcbka opraHisauis "debaTHa Akagemia”
(YkpaunHa)

IO UeHTp "CouianbHa Ais" (YkpanHa)

pomapcbKa opraHisauia "MixperioHanbHuiA ueHTp JIFBT-gocnigxeHb
HOoHbac-Coulpoekt" (YKpaunHa)

pomagacbKa opraHisauis "TepHoninbcbKka npaBo3axucHa rpyna"(YkpauvHa)
pomagcbKa opraHisauis "LUeHTp iHbopmauii npo npasa ntoanHn" (YKpaunHa)
[eMOoKpaTUUYEeCKN rpaxkaaHCKnin coto3 TypkmeHucTaHa (TypKMeHMUCTaH)
Oxanan-Abaackan ob6nacTHasa NpaBo3allUTHAA opraHM3aums
«CnpaBegnmBocTb» (Kbiprbi3cTaH)

EKkonoriynHa rpyna "MeyeHirn" (YKpauHa)

NHuumaTtnsHana MNpynna HesaBucumeolx MpaBo3awmnTHMKOB Y3b6eKncTaHa
(MTHNY) (Y36ekuncTaHn)

KasaxcTaHckuit MexxayHapoaHbii GoHA, 3awmTbl cBo60AbI CnoBa «Aann co3»
(KasaxcraH)

KasaxcTaHckoe mexayHapoaHoe 6topo no npaBam YesioBeka U coObA0AeHNI0
3aKOHHOCTM (Ka3axcTaH)

MexayHapogHas obuiectBeHHas opraHusaums «lMpaso 1 npouseTaHUe»
(TapgknkmcTtan)

ObLecTBeHHas NpaBo3aWMTHaA opraHusayma «Conaatckne matepu CaHKT-
Metepbypra» (Poccus)

Ob6uwecTBeHHbIN poHA «AMaH-caynbiK» (KasaxcTaH)

ObuiecTBeHHbIM PoHp "MparkaaHckoe ydyactne" (KbiprbiscrtaH)
Ob6uwecTBeHHbIN poHA «YnaraTTbl aHya» («bnarononyyHaa cemba»)
(Ka3axcraH)

Ob6wecTBeHHbIN PpoHA «PoHA Pa3BUTMA NapaameHTapM3ma B KasaxcTaHe»
(Ka3axcraH)

Ob6wecTBeHHbIN GpoHA «LleHTp no 3awmTe npas YenoBeKa «KblabiMm Wambi»»
(Kblprbi3cTaH)



OO0 «blopo no npaBam YyenoseKa n cobnogeHme 3aKoHHOCTM» (TagKUKUCTaH)
OO0 «*eHcKkoe He3aBMCMMOE AeMOKpaTUYeckoe asukeHne» (benapychb)

00 «MeayHapoaHbii LleHTp NHTepbunnm» (Kblprbi3cTaH)

00 "O6beanHeHune "Keup-Kpeno" (YkpanHa)

Mpaso3axucHuin JITBT LleHTp "Haw ceit" (YKpauHa)

MpaBo3aWwmTHbIN LeHTp "BacHa" (Benapycb)

PecnybavkaHcKas npaBo3awmTHasa obLecTBeHHas opraHmn3aumns
«benopyccknit XenbcmHckunii Komutet» (benapychb)

XapTua 3a npaBa YenoseKa (KasaxcTaH)

LleHTp MpomagsaHcbkmx CBoboa (YKpanHa)

rO "UeHTp CouianbHa Ain"/MpoekT "be3 KopaoHis" (YkpaunHa)

YepHiBeubKa obnacHa rpomazcbka opraHisauia "/ltoam bykosuHu" (YKpanHa)



