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Joint International Campaign For Justice From Belarusian Judges

On the initiative of Libereco - Partnership for Human Rights, twenty human rights organisations
from ten different countries signed a letter that has been sent to 413 Belarusian judges. In the
letter, the organisations call out the judges' involvement in human rights abuses and unjust
imprisonment of innocent people in Belarus. The judges addressed have been involved in the
political trials and sentencing of peaceful protestors, persons opposing Russia’s war in Ukraine,
and persons who just demanded basic rights, many of whom are now declared as political
prisoners.

Belarusian judges play a vital part in the authoritarian regime of dictator Alexander Lukashenko.
They regularly deny a defendant’s basic legal rights to a fair trial, keep trials closed to the outside
world, fail to maintain basic standards of impartiality, and regularly pass down punitive
sentences. This makes them instrumental to Lukashenko’s campaign of brutality and oppression,
yet as a group their complicity has been largely ignored by the international community. This
joint international campaign draws the judges into the spotlight.

Ken McBain, campaign lead and UK representative of Libereco said, “It is important that the
regime’s agents of these abuses understand how the world views their actions. We thank all of
the organisations who have added their signature to this letter so that we send a strong message
directly to the judges themselves. In their pledge to the Belarusian people, these judges swore
to ‘honestly and conscientiously fulfil my duties, to administer justice, obeying only the
Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, to be impartial and fair, as the duty of a judge commands
me.’ It is depressing how systematically these judges have done exactly the opposite of their
pledge.”

The closing part of the letter, posted individually to 413 judges' addresses in Belarus, says:

“You are in a position of authority and responsibility so we, all of the undersigned, ask that you
exercise that authority and responsibility according to the principles of your profession.

It is not too late for you, in your coming days and weeks in court, to honour the pledge you
made and to uphold the international commitments that Belarus has made to human rights. It
is not too late for you to uphold the pledge that you made to the Belarusian people. It is not too
late for you to treat your fellow Belarusians in the same way that you would wish to be treated
in a court of law: with impartiality, with transparency, with respect for due process and
procedure, with honesty and with justice.”

The organisations who have signed this letter are:

Libereco Germany Libereco Switzerland Ice & Fire Theatre
(Germany) (Switzerland) (UK)
Index on Censorship (UK) Foundation Max van der Lawyers for Lawyers
Stoel (The Netherlands)

(The Netherlands)

European Exchange Italian Federation for Human Article 19 Europe
(Germany) Rights (UK)

(Italy)
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ACAT Belgium Norwegian Helsinki Campax
(Belgium) Committee (Switzerland)
(Norway)
MARA - Belarusians in ACAT Switzerland Gruppe flr eine Schweiz
Nederland (Switzerland) ohne Armee
(The Netherlands) (Switzerland)
We Remember Netherlands Helsinki Barys Zvozskau Belarusian
(The Netherlands) Committee Human Rights House
(The Netherlands) (Lithuania)
Ligue Algérienne pour la Ostgruppen (Swedish
Défense des Droits de initiative for democracy and
I'Homme human rights)

(Algeria) (Sweden)



) Libereco

Partnership for Human Rights
Photographs that can be used in publicity




() Libereco

_—
; ers .
hip for Huma

shts

S0

o
a(.Bvﬂ
Al

%\a\om&

\kogn(m\m o
M\epwwﬂcnom e
QNS © %vnv.(sm.‘qn. l\e\w\\«a,




Libereco

Partnership for Human Rights

KO PAROMS T Missexa
e,

Pusnnenive, 4. 1, wopm. 3

YA Bepescnckaro By
225209 6 pecy,,
* bepesa, yn 4,

wan o6nacry,
PacHospmelicran, 25

teoman Righty

!
5

b

Yot
o Pannership.
M:-mmﬂl“ Ak

A\



) Libereco

Partnership for Human Rights
Letter to Belarusian Judges

Dear < judge name >

We are writing on behalf of our organisations, all of which are committed to promoting and
defending the universal human rights that we all hold so dearly.

We are sure that you are aware that the Republic of Belarus is a signatory to the UN's
“Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment”
and the “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights”. As a Belarusian Judge you solemnly
swore that, “before the people of the Republic of Belarus to honestly and conscientiously fulfill
my duties, to administer justice, obeying only the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, to be
impartial and fair, as the duty of a judge commands me."

We are, therefore, saddened to see that, since 2020 in particular, these principles and standards
have not been upheld in Belarus. We are writing to you, and all other judges in Belarus who are
involved in trials against your fellow Belarusians. We want to remind you that the world is aware
of the abuses of justice and freedom and human rights that you participate in. We are sure that
you are aware that organisations ranging from the Nobel Committee to the United Nations have
commented on the work of you and your peers.

You are in a position of authority and responsibility so we, all of the undersigned, ask that you
exercise that authority and responsibility according to the principles of your profession.

It is not too late for you, in your coming days and weeks in court, to honour the pledge you
made and to uphold the international commitments that Belarus has made to human rights. It
is not too late for you to uphold the pledge that you made to the Belarusian people. It is not too
late for you to treat your fellow Belarusians in the same way that you would wish to be treated
in a court of law: with impartiality, with transparency, with respect for due process and
procedure, with honesty and with justice.

Yours sincerely,

Marco Fieber

ﬁ Libereco Libereco Germany (Executive Director)

Partnership for Human Rights JII/IGepeKO PepMaHI/Iﬂ Map}co CDaﬁGep

(UcmomHuTeIbHEBIA JUPEKTOP)

Lars Biinger

° Libereco Switzerland (President)
) Libereco
Pty o Hasiois Rigiicd JInGepexo lIseitmapua Jlapc Brourep
(IpesugenT)
Ice and Fire Theatre Christine Bacon
m F':a.m ing hl:m.‘m rights stories
m' through performance
Tearp Jlexq u Orousn Kpucrun Beiikon
INDEX Index on Censorship Jessica Ni Mhainin
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Foundation Max van
der Stoel

®oua Makca Bau nep
Croenn

Lawyers for Lawyers

IOpuctsr niis Opucros

European Exchange /
Europaischer
Austausch gGmbH

Eeponeiickuiit Oomen

Italian Federation for
Human Rights (FIDU)

Uranpauckasa
D®enepdpuusa no IIpasam
Yenoserka

Ostgruppen (Swedish
initiative for
democracy and human
rights)

Bocrounaa I'pynma
(BemCKasg MHUIMATHBA
IO JE€EMOKpPATHU U
IpaBaM 4eJIOBEKA)

LADDH - Ligue
Algérienne pour la
Défense des Droits de
I'Homme

Amxupckas Jlura o
3amure [Ipas
YesoBeka

Emiel Bongaerts
(Project manager Eastern
Europe)

Omuis Borraepre
(PyKOBOMTEJIH TIPOEKTA TIO
Bocrounoit Esporme)

Irma van den Berg

Npma Bau nép Bepr

Stefanie Schiffer
(Founder and Director)

Credanu luddep
(OcuoBatens u JlepexTop)

Eleonora Mongelli
(Vice President)

Diieornopa Moumxen
(Bune Ilpesunmenr)

Paulina Kluge

[Iaymmaa Kaoyre

Vice President

Buiie npesugent
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ARTICLE 19 Europe

Crarea 19 Espona

Barys Zvozskau
Belarusian Human
Rights House

Benapyckuii Jlom IIpas
Yenosexa Bopuca
3BO3CKOBA

Netherlands Helsinki
Committee

Hunepiaaugckmi
Xeascuuckuii Komurer

ACAT Belgium

Acconmanua Xpucruaa
no Ilpexpamenuro
IIerTox

Norwegian Helsinki
Committee

Hopseaxcruii
Xeascuuckuii Komurer

MARA - Belarusians in
Nederland

MAPA - O0benuHeHUE
Benapycor
Hunepnanmos

We Remember

Mz llomaUM

Joanna Szymanska

Jsoamua Illumancka

Vasil Sankovic

Bacune CarrkoBuy

Kirsten Meijer

Kupcren Maitep

Cécile Auriol
(Coordinator)

Cecuiis Aypuost
(KoopauHATOpP)

Berit Lindeman
(Secretary General)

Bepur Jlunneman
(I'emepannbubri Cexperapb)

The Chairman

[Ipencenaresnn

Valeriya Krasovskaya

Banepusa Kpacosckas
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Campax

KRammnaxke

ACAT-Switzerland

Acconmanmua Xpucruau
no Ilpexpamenuo
IIerrok - IlBetimapusa

Gruppe fur eine
Schweiz ohne Armee
I'pynmna 3a IIseiinapuio
0e3 Apmun

Andreas Freimiiller

Angpeac Opaitmrosiep

Bettina Ryser
(Secretary General)

Berruna Paiicep
(Tenepaspabrit Cexperapsb)

Anja Gada

(Political Secretary)

Ang I'ana

(ITomutmueckuit Cexperapsn)



